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quite a bit longer, in reality); and (2) is cur-
rently making enough friendly noises about 
cooperation and even reconciliation with the 
West and with its sister state to the south 
that America may well come to view it with 
far less concern. 

That still leaves other countries—Libya, 
Iran, Iraq, maybe even Pakistan—that might 
someday pose such a threat. But seasoned 
observers put their chances for fielding such 
missiles in a much longer time frame than 
was ever projected for North Korea. 

This system, if built, is estimated to cost 
$60 billion. That may well be low; when did 
we last hear of a weapons system coming in 
either on or under budget? Of its three cur-
rently scheduled tests, it has now failed two. 

Mr. President, this important and costly 
device plainly needs more work. Either Gov-
ernor Bush or Vice President Gore, as the 
next president, is more than capable of mak-
ing the decision. Let George or Al do it. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. KENNY C. HULSHOF 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 17, 2000 

Mr. HULSHOF. Mr. Speaker, due to travel 
delays, I was not present for rollcall votes 373 
through 378. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall vote 373, ‘‘no’’ on roll-
call vote 374, ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall vote 375, ‘‘no’’ 
on rollcall vote 376, ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall vote 377 
and ‘‘no’’ on rollcall vote 378. 
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HONORING GIOACCHINO BALSAMO 
FOR A LIFETIME OF ACHIEVE-
MENT ON HIS 90TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 17, 2000 

Mr. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pride that I rise today to honor an extraor-
dinary individual whose contributions to the 
Italian-American community in my hometown 
of New Haven, Connecticut have been truly in-
valuable. A friend to all who know him, I am 
honored to pay tribute to my Uncle Gino as he 
celebrates his 90th birthday. 

The son of an Italian Supreme Court Judge, 
Gino grew up in Rome and came to the 
United States with his family shortly after the 
conclusion of World War II. Ambitious and 
hard working, Gino took on a variety of jobs 
throughout Greater New Haven, doing what-
ever necessary to support his wife, Nerina, 
and two children. Always committed to his 
Italian heritage, one of Gino’s firsts jobs was 
delivering the news on the local Italian radio 
station. During his first years in New Haven, 
he found a friend and mentor in my father, 
Ted DeLauro to help guide him as he began 
a new life in America. Gino and his family 
formed a special bond with my family. My 
mother, Luisa, was especially close with her 
Aunt Nettie, whom she lived with until Nettie 
was fifteen years old. Gino’s family would 
come to dinner every Thursday night and I 
can remember listening in wonder to his sto-

ries of Rome and Amalfi, New Haven’s sister 
city. His gentle nature endeared him to all 
those fortunate to know him and I consider 
myself blessed to be in his family. 

After becoming a prominent figure in the 
Italian-American community of the Greater 
New Haven area, he began to use his many 
talents to assist Italian immigrants with immi-
gration formalities, translations, and travel ar-
rangements to the ‘‘Old Country’’. As a native 
of Italy and immigrant himself, Gino under-
stood the fear and confusion of coming to a 
new country. He used his knowledge of his 
homeland and what he had learned here to 
support and comfort families that sought his 
assistance. Finding more and more of his time 
focused on these issues, he established the 
Balsamo Agency at the age of fifty-two and 
ran the company until his retirement at the 
tender age of eight-four. His compassion, 
warmth and unparalleled dedication to the 
Italian-American community helped thousands 
of Italians adapt to their new lives in America. 
Without his diligent efforts on their behalf, 
many would have found the daunting task of 
starting a new life a much more difficult expe-
rience. He made a real difference in the lives 
of many—a rare accomplishment. 

It is a pleasure for me to stand today to rec-
ognize Gino’s lifetime of achievement. He has 
left an indelible mark on the New Haven com-
munity and words cannot begin to express the 
thanks and appreciation he deserves for all his 
kindness and good works. I am honored to 
join his wife of sixty-six years, Nettie, his chil-
dren Dino and Fausta, family and friends in 
extending my best wishes to Gino as he cele-
brates his 90th birthday. Happy Birthday Uncle 
Gino! 
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IN TRIBUTE TO CHIEF JOSEPH 
WHITE 

HON. EVA M. CLAYTON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 17, 2000 

Mrs. CLAYTON. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
sadness that I rise to express my condolences 
to the family of Chief Joseph White, whose 
tragic and untimely passing, in the line of duty, 
we mourn. His wife, Joyce, his three children, 
his two foster children, his grandson and two 
foster grandchildren should know, that while 
their grief is heavy, comfort may be found in 
those close to them, friends and family, who 
will gather to acclaim his life. This husband 
and father was indeed a hero, cut down by a 
gun, while doing his job. 

For nearly 30 years, Chief White gave of 
himself as a law enforcement officer, after re-
tiring from the United States Navy. He served 
in a range of roles before becoming Chief at 
Rich Square a year and a half ago. He has 
been described as soft-spoken, yet effective. 
He was often seen with his 13-year-old grand-
son, a tough yet tender law man. 

Chief White has now been called to rest and 
to reside in a place of total peace. God’s fin-
ger has gently touched him and he now 
sleeps. I am confident that he has left a last-
ing impression on those who came to know 
him, and the principles that guided him will 

now serve as guideposts for those he leaves 
behind. I am also certain that throughout his 
life, he remained a caring friend, a devoted 
and loving family member, and a committed 
and dedicated father and husband. 

He shall surely be missed. I feel certain, 
however, that he would want all of us to re-
joice in his life and the time he spent on this 
earth. 

The passing of a loved one is always very 
hard to understand, but God has the situation 
in-hand. Ecclesiastes, Chapter 3, Verses 1 
through 8 is instructive. It reads in part, ‘‘To 
every thing there is a season, and a time to 
every purpose under the heaven . . . A time 
to be born, and a time to die.’’ And while his 
friends and family will greatly miss the Chief, 
I want to remind them that strength can be 
found in their continued support of one an-
other. That is what he worked for all of his life. 
That is what he would want. 

And, a special word for his wife and chil-
dren. It is my hope that your family will be 
comforted by the fact that God in His infinite 
wisdom does not make mistakes. Your hus-
band, father and grandfather will live on for-
ever in your hearts and minds through your 
cherished memories of his life and the time 
you had with him. Please continue to support 
one another, and I will pray for God’s rich 
blessings on each of you. May God comfort 
and help your family and friends and help all 
of you to hold on to treasured yesterdays; and 
reach out with courage and hope to tomorrow, 
knowing that your beloved is with God. Death 
is not the end of life. It is the beginning of an 
eternal sleep. Chief Joseph White lived his life 
in sacrifice so that all of us could live our lives 
in pride. He has labored long. He now rests. 
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THE U.S. MUST SUPPORT PROP-
ERTY RIGHTS FOR POLISH HOLO-
CAUST VICTIMS 

HON. MAJOR R. OWENS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 17, 2000 

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, nearly two hun-
dred of my constituents are the victims of a 
gross injustice which is continually being com-
pounded by the evasive actions of the present 
government of Poland. Instead of acting expe-
ditiously to end the cycle of evil set off by the 
Nazi extermination of Polish Jews, the present 
Democratic government of Poland has adopt-
ed a set of obviously immoral legal maneuvers 
which deny just compensation to these Polish 
holocaust victims and their heirs. Following the 
Nazi defeat, the Communist government con-
tinued the criminal denial of property rights. 
Now a government which has embraced the 
principles which recognize private property 
rights is behaving in a manner bordering on 
racketeering. 

In response to a lawsuit filed in Federal 
Court in Brooklyn on June 18, 1999, the Pol-
ish government, on December 22, 1999 filed a 
motion to dismiss the pending case; however, 
four weeks later this same government began 
drafting a reprivatization law to submit to its 
parliament. The key provisions of the draft 
represent a blatant attempt to swindle the long 
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